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ABSTRACT                        This paper reports on the biology, introduction, spread, damage and the control 
of Bursaphelenchus xylophilus (STEINER and BUHRER, 1934) NICKLE, 1970. Presenting a signifi-
cant economic threat, the pinewood nematode is a unique quarantine status species of the 
genus Bursaphelenchus. The risk of its spread in European coniferous forests is especially high 
where the insect vectors are present. In Hungary, the pests B. mucronatus and B. vallesianus 
are present as well as its vector species Monochamus. Considering the health status of domestic 
planted pines, the severity of storm-damages, global warming, the increased volume of imported 
wooden packages and insect migration, the likelihood of B. xylophilus invading Hungary and 
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Figure 1. Transmission cycle of B. xylophilus by its Monochamus sp. insect vector (Wingfield 1987).
Dispersal and economic impact
Phytosanitary measures and survey
Conclusions
References
the presence 
